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Consequently it left unimpaired the scope of informational
and abstract, or ' rationalistic' studies.
3. Experience as Experimentation. — It has already been
intimated that sensational empiricism represents neither the
idea of experience justified by modern psychology nor the
idea of knowledge suggested by modern scientific procedure.
With respect to the former, it omits the primary position of
active response which puts things to use and which learns
about them through discovering the consequences that
result from use. It would seem as if five minutes' unpreju-
diced observation of the way an infant gains knowledge
would have sufficed to overthrow the notion that he is pas-
sively engaged in receiving impressions of isolated ready-
made qualities of sound, color, hardness, etc. For it would
be seen that the infant reacts to stimuli by activities of han-
dling, reaching, etc., in order to see what results follow upon
motor response to a sensory stimulation; it would be seen
that what is learned are not isolated qualities, but the be-
havior which may be expected from a thing, and the
changes in things and persons which an activity may be ex-
pected to produce. In other words, what he learns are con-
nections. Even such qualities as red color, sound of a high
pitch, have to be discriminated and identified on the basis of
the activities they call forth and the consequences these
activities effect. We learn what things are hard and what
are soft by finding out through active experimentation what
they respectively will do and what can be done and what
cannot be done with them. In like fashion, children learn
about persons by finding out what responsive activities these
persons exact and what these persons will do in reply to
the children's activities. And the combination of what things
do to us (not in impressing qualities on a passive mind) in
modifying our actions, furthering some of them and resist-
ing and checking others, and what we can do to them in
producing new changes constitutes experience.

